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By Jane Klekamp, President, LWV of La Crosse Area 

Where do I start?  League members consistently 
impress me with the good work that gets done on 
behalf of the people.  Many members have been 
providing outreach in the community to either 
assist eligible voters to obtain a voter ID or have 
assured many they have everything they need to 
vote.  Why is this even necessary?  The 
requirements of the Photo ID Bill are among the 
most stringent in the nation.  The League of 
Women Voters encourages active participation in 
democracy and works to ensure that government is 
transparent, honest, and fair.  The LWV has filed a 
suit challenging the law as it is unnecessary and 
unfair, and the Legislature did not have the 
authority to pass it under the state constitution. It 
creates an unnecessary expense to the state and 
individuals while creating confusion and obstacles 
for many citizens.   

Along with the work being done on Voter ID, there 
are candidate forums that the League has been 
asked to facilitate.  Please consider being a 
moderator or a timekeeper at one of the following 
forums. 

March 13, 7:00 p.m.:  Holmen School Board 
Candidate Forum. 

March 15, 7:00 p.m.:  Onalaska Mayor Candidate 
Forum.  Onalaska Public Library. 

Please contact Peg Perri or Jane Klekamp if you are 
able to assist. 

 

 
 

Fundraising Request 
Maureen Kinney 

 
We all know that everything is getting more and 
more expensive including League dues.  Right now 
our dues for the local League, $60, basically covers 
our per member payments to the State and 
National League. Therefore, we really have to fund- 
raise to cover our own local costs.  This past year 
we have brought in more speakers from farther 
away, trying to provide good programs; but there 
are costs to bringing people in. There is always 
transportation and honorarium or even an actual 
speaker’s fee. 
 
Therefore, if any of you can donate a bit more to 
the organization to help us defray our program 
costs, that would be great.  We are enclosing an 
envelope for those of you who receive your 
Newsletter by hard mail.  Otherwise, any donation 
you feel you would like to make can be sent to:  
League of Women Voters, P O Box 363, La Crosse, 
WI  54602-0363. 
 
League dues are now tax deductible.  The League 
of Women Voters of Wisconsin has now received 
its 501(c)(3) tax exempt status.  Therefore, our 
local league dues are deductible to the full extent 
as allowed by law.  
 

Like us on Facebook! 
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Reducing Environmental Regulations; 
Degrading Natural Resources 

March 13, 2012, 11:30 – 1:30 
Radisson Hotel 

 
Our speaker will be Elizabeth Wheeler, staff 
attorney at Clean Wisconsin.  Her areas of 
expertise are in water and air law and legislative 
analysis. Elizabeth has extensive experience 
bringing multiple stakeholders together to work 
toward a common goal and has worked on a 
variety of environmental issues including global 
warming, renewable energy, agricultural runoff, 
wetlands protection, and mercury and air pollution.  
Most recently Elizabeth has worked closely with 
the opponents to fight the controversial iron 
mining law.  Elizabeth holds a degree from Pace 
University School of Law and currently sits on the 
Legislative Committee of the Wisconsin League of 
Women Voters.      
 

The Truth-O-Meter, Half Truths & Pants on 
Fire:  Hyperbole & Facts in American 

Politics 
Bill Adair 

April 12, 7:00 p.m.  
UW-L Hall of Nations, Centennial Hall 

 
Bill Adair is the Editor of PolitiFact 

(www.politifact.com) and the Washington D.C. 

Bureau Chief for the Tampa Bay Times, formerly 

the St. Petersburg Times.  He has worked in 

Washington since 1997 and has covered Congress, 

the White House, the Supreme Court, national 

politics and aviation safety.  Adair is the author of 

“The Mystery of Flight 427: Inside a Crash 

Investigation,” a behind-the-scenes account of how 

the National Transportation Safety Board solved 

one of the biggest mysteries in aviation. He is the 

winner of the Everett Dirksen Award for 

Distinguished Coverage of Congress and the Society 

of Professional Journalists Sigma Delta Chi Award. 

He lives in Arlington, VA with his wife and three 

children.   

Stay tuned for details of a late lunch or afternoon 

opportunity to meet and hear Bill Adair in 

addition to the evening program.  Thanks to 

LWV-La Crosse member Marybeth Clark for 

making arrangements to bring Bill Adair to La 

Crosse.   

Who Owns the Water 
May 8, 2012, 11:30 – 1:30 

Radisson Hotel 
 

Our speaker will be Marc Schultz, Onalaska, 
Wisconsin, who was named the 2011 Tribune 
Person of the Year.  
 
Marc worked for the UW Extension Service for 22 
years as a community development agent.  In 
addition, he has served as a volunteer on the 
Wisconsin Conservation Congress, Mississippi River 
Citizens Commission, Brice Prairie Conservation 
Association, La Crosse County Conservation 
Alliance, Joint City-County Harbor Commission, and 
Lake Onalaska Protection and Rehabilitation 
District.  In addition, after retirement, he has been 
elected as a supervisor for the Town of Onalaska 
Board and is vice-chairman of the La Crosse County 
Emergency Planning Committee. The Mississippi 
River has been his passion.  He will use the concept 
of the water cycle to help us understand who owns 
which part of the cycle.    
 
 
 

 
 
All members of the community are invited to 
attend League Programs. There is no cost for the 
Program. Lunch will be available for the March and 
May program with a reservation, which can be 
made by calling Nancy Hill, 608-782-1753, by 
February 10. Cost for lunch is $12.00. 
 
 
 

http://www.politifact.com/
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Membership Corner 

By Carolyn Mahlum-Jenkins, Membership Chair 
 
We have added three new members to the League 
since our last newsletter. 
 
Carol Gainer. (no photo available). Carol was born 
in Winona, graduated from UW-La Crosse and 
attended UW Law School.  She worked for 20 years 
as a Field Representative, for AFSCME Council #24, 
Wisconsin State Employees Union, in West Central 
Wisconsin.  She served on the International 
Women’s Committee of AFSCME for nine years and 
in 1985 was chosen Wisconsin AFL-CIO Woman of 
the Year.  She retired in 2005 and is presently 
involved in storytelling, music, and the Society For 
Creative Anachronism.  She enjoys spending time 
with her two sons and their families, her cat 
Charlie, and horses. 
 
Mary Nugent. (no photo available). I am retired 
after 35 years in education during which time I 
became involved in being a teacher's rights 
advocate for our local association.  I miss the 
involvement and the sense of doing some good. 
My husband of 38 years and I grew up in Wisconsin 
and, after living in Wyoming and Colorado, chose 
to raise our three sons here.  We feel strongly that 
it is important to maintain the rights and freedoms 
we enjoy for our children and their children (if they 
ever decide to have families). 

 

Sheila Hilke (no bio 
available).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 Books for 25 Years 
AAUW is inviting the La Crosse community to join 
them in celebrating the 25th year of the designation 
of March as Women’s History Month.  To mark the 
occasion, AAUW has recommended a list of 25 
adult and 25 children’s books on women’s history.  
Donations of these books will be given to 
community agencies such as New Horizons, 
Couleecap, YWCA, and the Holmen Teen Moms 
Program.  To see the list of books and to learn 
more about the project, check 
www.aauwlacrosse.org, or check with Pearl Street 
Books. 
 

Wisconsin Women:  Celebrating Their 
Contributions 

WI Supreme Court Chief Justice Shirley 
Abrahamson and Justice Ann Wash Bradley 

Tuesday, February 28, 7:00 p.m. 
UW-L Centennial Hall, Room 1309 

 
The presentation will be about 30 minutes 
followed by questions.  The program is sponsored 
by the La Crosse Tribune, LWV of La Crosse, AAUW, 
YWCA and the La Crosse County Bar Association. 
 
 
 
 

Want to save paper and postage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opt for an e-mail version of this newsletter by sending 

a request to news@lwvlacrosse.org. 

http://www.aauwlacrosse.org/
mailto:news@lwvlacrosse.org
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January/February with the La Crosse League of Women Voters 
 

 
 
 
Voter ID Information Sessions 
Peg Perri (far right)and other League members have 
provided Voter ID information sessions at La Crosse 
Senior Housing locations (Stoffel Court, Stokke Tower, 
Solberg Heighs, Sauber Manor, Becker Plaza, Forest 
Park), Workforce Connections, and Western Technical 
College.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
January Program Recap: Privatization-Does It Preserve the Common Good? 
Carolyn Mahlum-Jenkins  

 
On January 23, 2012 Jack Norman, Research Director, for The Institute For Wisconsin’s Future, shared an 
overview of what privatizations is, the types of privatization, claims for privatization, criticisms for 
privatization, and questions to ask before privatizing.  He met with elected officials, policy makers and the 
general community at a noon presentation at the La Crosse County Health and Human Services building and 
then again at an evening program at UW-La Crosse, Cartwright Center.  Jack shared the “limelight” in the 
evening with Jason Witt, the county Human Services Director and Cheryl Hancock, Holmen School District 
board member.  Both Jason and Cheryl shared their experiences with finding cost and satisfaction benefits by 
not privatizing and keeping the business in the region, supporting the local economy. 
 
The idea of asking the right questions before considering privatizing and doing effective research was the 
common theme.  Some guidelines for the consideration of privatizing could include the following: 
 
What  access  to  information  will  be  lost? 

 Open  records  requests?      

 Wage  information?      

 Internal  documents  (quality/performance  tests)?      

 Results?  

 Access  to  critical  meetings?  
How  will  contractors  be  held   accountable?  

 Is  there  staff  able  to  properly  monitor?      

 Is  there  regular  review?      

 Are there “clawbacks” in the case of poor performance?     

 Is  there  independent  checking  of  results?      

 Is  there  a  Plan  B  in  case  of  failure?  
Are  there  perverse  incentives  that  might   work  against  savings  &  goals?  
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 Is  there  a  profit  incentive  to  increase  case  loads?     

 Are  there  financial  or  other  connections  between   contractors  and  elected  decision-makers?  
Will  the  outsourced  jobs  have  health   benefits  and  other  necessities?  

 Will  wages  be  at  family-supporting  levels?      

 Is  there  meaningful,  affordable  health  insurance?      

 Will  local  people  be  employed?      

  Are  there  sick  leave,  vacations,  holidays,  overtime?      

 Is  there  a  grievance  procedure?  
What  limits  are  there  on  the contractor’s ability to change rates and  conditions  of  service?  

 Who  decides  increases  in  fees?      

  Who  decides  on  changes  in  services  provided?      

 How  long  does  the  contract  last?      

 Who  benefits  from  unexpected  savings  or  profits?      

 How  are  disputes  settled?  
How  does  it  impact  our  democratic   rights  and  expectations?  

 Are  there  non-compete  clauses  that  handcuff  future   policy  decisions?   

 Is  public  safety  endangered?      

 Is  public  trust  in  government  endangered?      

  Is  it  harmful  to  the  long-term  economy?      

  Does  it  represent  the  values  of  a  democratic  society? 
 
In tough economic times as the national, state, and local governments come against difficult decisions for 
economic resources, level heads need to prevail and the questioning about these key points is critical. 
 
The National LWV is in the midst of studying this issue and will be developing a “position” stance this May 
utilizing the responses to consensus questions from local LWV organizations throughout the country. 
 
“The purpose of this study is to identify those parameters and policy issues to be considered in connection 
with proposals to transfer federal, state or local government services, assets and/or functions to the private 
sector.  It will review the stated goals and the community impact of such transfers, and identify strategies to 
ensure transparency, accountability, and preservation of the common good. The study will focus on the 
impact of privatizing government services on local communities.” 
 
If you want to be involved in weighing in on the consensus questions members should contact Carolyn 
Mahlum-Jenkins, (608 ) 782-5727 or cgjenks@earthlink.net.  You’ll be responsible for studying “Privatization” 
topics and replying to consensus questions. 

 
 
The February 14, 2012 program featured a panel of Mayor Tom 
Kennedy of Beaver Dam; Karl Nollenberger, current UW-Oshkosh 
instructor and former city manager/administrator; and Ed Madere, 
former city manager and consultant. They are pictured here with 
UWL”s Joe Heim.  

  

mailto:cgjenks@earthlink.net
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Contact Info for National Issues 
 
League of Women Voters http://www.lwv.org/ 

Library of Congress site http://thomas.loc.gov/  

Senate http://ronjohnson.senate.gov  
             http://kohl.senate.gov/  
 
House of Representatives 

 http://www.kind.house.gov/index.html  
 

Supreme Court http://www.supremecourtus.gov/  

 

Contact Info for State Issues 

League of Women Voters of Wisconsin 
           http://www.lwvwi.org/  
 
Governor’s Office http://www.wisgov.state.wi.us/ 
 
Government Accountability Board 
          http://www.gab.wi.gov    
 
Court System http://www.wicourts.gov/  

 

 
 

State Senate:  
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/senhome.htm 
 

 District 31 Senator Kathleen Vinehout, 608-266-

8546 or 877-763-6636, 

Sen.Vinehout@legis.wisconsin.gov   

 District 32 Senator Jennifer Shilling, 608-266-

5490 or 800-385-3385; 

Sen.Shilling@legis.wisconsin.gov  

State Assembly: 

http://www.legis.state.wi.us/asmhome.htm 
 

 District 91 Rep. Chris Danou,608-266-7015 or 

888-534-0091, Rep.Danou@legis.wisconsin.gov  

 District 92 Rep. Mark Radcliffe, 608-266-7461 or 

888-534-0092, 

Rep.Radcliffe@legis.wisconsin.gov  

 District 94: Rep. Steve Doyle, 608-266-0631 or 

888-534-0094, Rep.Doyle@legis.wisconsin.gov   

 District 95: Rep. Jill Billings, 608-266-5780 or 

888-534-0095, Rep.Billings@legis.wi.gov 

 District 96: Rep.Lee Nerrison, 608-266-3534 or 

888-534-0096, 

Rep.Nerrison@legis.wisconsin.gov  

 

Local Contact Information 

League of Women Voters of the La Crosse Area  

http://www.lwvlacrosse.org/  

La Crosse County:   

Staff http://www.co.la-crosse.wi.us/directory.htm    

County Board http://www.co.la-

crosse.wi.us/CoDirctry/2SupervDist.pdf  

City of La Crosse  

Staff   

http://www.cityoflacrosse.org/index.aspx?nid=94   

Council 

http://www.cityoflacrosse.org/index.aspx?NID=338  

For neighboring counties, check websites [Buffalo, 

Crawford, Eau Claire, Jackson, Monroe, Pepin, 

Pierce, Trempeleau, Vernon Counties] 

 

Note that the website addresses are linked in the electronic version of this document – available on our website 

 
 

2011-2012 League of Women Voters of La Crosse Area Board: 

Jane Klekamp, President  

president@lwvlacrosse.org 

Dee Peacock, Treasurer  

Sandy Sechrest, Secretary  

Carolyn Mahlum-Jenkins  

membership@lwvlacrosse.org 

Nancy Hill 

Maureen Kinney  

Betty Kruck  

Peg Perri  

Carla Townsend  

Marilyn Huckenpoehler 

 

Newsletter: news@lwvlacrosse.org 
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http://www.co.vernon.wi.gov/
mailto:president@lwvlacrosse.org
mailto:membership@lwvlacrosse.org
mailto:news@lwvlacrosse.org
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Wisconsin Women: Celebrating Contributions                   February 28, 7:00 pm 
 

Reducing Environmental Regulations; 
Degrading Natural Resources                                                March 13, 11:30 am 
 

Holmen School Board Candidate Forum                              March 13, 7:00 pm 
 

Onalaska Mayor Candidate Forum                                        March 17, 7:00 pm 
                                                        
Truth-O-Meter – Bill Adair                                                      April 12, 7:00 pm 
 

Who Owns the Wager      May 8, 11:30 am 
 

. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
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OF THE LA CROSSE AREA 

P.O. BOX 363, LA CROSSE, WI 54602-0363 

 

 

 

Calendar for January – February 2012 
League of Women Voters La Crosse Area 


