
The President's Podium 

Jane Klekamp 
  
Once again, it was a delight presenting to the League of Women Voters of the La 
Crosse Area on the repercussions of a felony conviction. As with previous experiences 
with League members, those attending the luncheon were thoughtful, smart, and 
inquisitive, making the talk a better experience for all in attendance. 
  
The conversation included a significant amount of discussion about racial disparity 
within the criminal justice system. The 2011 prison census noted 38% of people 
imprisoned were African American, 35% were Caucasian, and 21% were Hispanic. That 
translates into African American males have a 32% chanced of spending time in prison 
in their lifetime, Hispanic males have a 17% chance, and Caucasian males have a 6% 
chance of spending time in prison. 
  
Wisconsin has an even higher rate of incarceration for African American males than 
other states. In 2012, the U.S. average incarceration rate was 6.7%, while Wisconsin 
had the highest rate of African American males at 12.8%. The state with the next 
closest rate of incarceration was Oklahoma at 9.7%. At the same time Wisconsin was 
46 (out of 46) for overall child well-being ranking according to the Race for Results 
Index. In a 2008 report from the Campaign for Youth Justice, drug cases are filed 
against black youth at a rate almost five times greater than for white youth, even though 
more white youth (17%), report having sold drugs than blacks do (13%). 
  
Historically, issues of race in the criminal justice system were ignored, not easily 
discussed and even harder to manage. More recently, the conversations have become 
more thoughtful, focused, and use statistics and research to guide the discussion. As 
someone who has worked in the system for a long time I am optimistic improvements 
can be made to the disproportionate number of people of color in jail or prison as long 
as serious efforts are made to continue the discussion. 

February Program:  Poverty for the Aged, February 10, 2015 

On February 10 we welcome Wanda Plachecki, Administrator of LaCrosse County's 
Lakeview Health Center and its residential services in West Salem who will share her 
insights on poverty concerns as they affect the elderly in our community.   
 
A licensed nursing home administrator, Wanda has dedicated her career to caring for 
some of our communities' most vulnerable adults.Wanda was a founding member and 
the immediate past chairperson of the Wisconsin Coalition for Person Directed Care, a 
movement supported by the federal government to enhance individualized, person-
centered care in nursing home settings.  Because of her expertise and experience in 
County long term care systems, Wanda has often been asked to participate on a variety 
of task forces and advisory committees related to the development of community and 
State systems for individuals with Alzheimer's and related dementias. 
 



All monthly programs are at The Waterfront Restaurant and Tavern, 328 Front Street 
South, La Crosse.  Lunch is at 11:30 and the program begins at noon.   
 
 
RSVP by February 6 to Dee Peacock atlylep@aol.com or 608-788-5160.   

League Programs 

Mark your calendars for these Lunch and Learn Programs:  
  
February 10, 2015 
Poverty Issues in Care of the Elderly 
Wanda Plachecki 
  
March 10, 2015 
Water Quality (To be announced) 
  
April 14, 2015 
Redistricting 
Dale Schultz & Tim Cullen 
  
  
All monthly programs are at The Waterfront Restaurant and Tavern, 328 Front Street 
South, La Crosse.  Lunch is at 11:30 and the program begins at noon.   
 
RSVP for the lunch to Dee Peacock atlylep@aol.com or 608-788-5160.   
  

Lively Issues: Review of State Positions 

Ellen Frantz  
Many of you will recall that we are asked annually to review state or national 
positions.  At times we are able to do this at a special meeting, but it has snuck up on us 
this year and the deadline for responding in 2/28! While the position statements do not 
have to reflect everything we might feel about a topic area, they have to be adequate to 
let the League lobbying on issues that come up.  

State Board has made some recommendations already.  They see the attached 
Citizens' Rights position as adequate and effective as it is and recommend no 
changes.  We can accept that or suggest something else.  These reviews are done on 
consensus--so we have to get an appreciation that the majority of the group supports a 
change in language.  

State Board is still discussing the Urban Police position and they have no 
recommendations at this time.  

There are recommended changes on the Social Policy position.  The new language is 
an expansion of the equal rights language and recognizing other lifestyles.  The 
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changes are noted by underlining.  

What are we asking you to do?  First, please review these three positions. If you have 
comments you can email me at ellen@johnsflaherty.com.  Second, come to the lunch and learn 
on Feb. 10th a bit early as we will start discussing the position review at 11:30 before 
the speaker starts at noon. Hope to see you then!   
 

Review of Positions Document 
 

League Book Club 

WHEN: January 22, 2015, at 6:30 p.m. 
  
WHERE: Java Vino 
1505 Losey Blvd. S. 
La Crosse, WI 54601 
  
BOOK: "My Beloved World" by Justice Sonia Sotomayor 
  
We had our first book club meeting on October 17th, and five of us met to talk about 
"How Fracking Ignited the American Energy Revolution" and had a great time. 
  
The next book we have chosen is Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor's 
autobiography. A review/summary indicates that "with a candor and intimacy never 
undertaken by a sitting Justice, she recounts her life from a Bronx housing project to the 
federal bench, a journey that offers an inspiring testament to her own extraordinary 
determination and the power of believing in one's self". She was raised by an alcoholic 
father who died young, a devoted overburdened mother, and a passionately spirited 
paternal grandmother. Sounds interesting. 
  
Please join us! 
  
Maureen Kinney 
(608) 784-5678 
maureen@johnsflaherty.com 
  
  

Legislative Breakfast 

Legislative Breakfast 
League of Women Voters 
Saturday, March 28, 2015 
 
Days Inn Of La Crosse 
101 Sky Harbour Drive 
(608) 783-2948 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RcHEQdlugicUofHEplMknnPEV-Mn5sglP4pGQN77XuWhbqfGrmVAs_M_w58wzQVaJp6Dgmngi6qi1AKSE6lzm-OvjViYBhZ1fGK0Pcyo-NSVcHNLL7mZCBXZZadVCUudZXvH9IR1wlde-0Vd5pU2gTGW5KkaI5k-2eNOCD2SCI1Z5yGaIo6twPp2mSDRJpUdvFkt0QSGOckrK0xl4XXi8w0n-BuDF6OLqZX-AaAFExX4S2sUTEP3SmBpNXyzo8-9-ZdePjxlg48=&c=ZB4nlTgLn117cjfU6iO0JOcnTt3NH8TPnRM66VhjtAgMptvJ1GJ4DQ==&ch=1MnNHNF6rmH6Jz74cW37VBGrXaPYrnUHKf_4ROElQFuGUQGKYuQ1dg==
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8:30-11:00 am. with Legislators starting to present at 9:00 am.   
 
$11.50 for breakfast buffet  
  

Please RSVP to Carolyn at cgjenks@earthlink.netfor the breakfast buffet option.    

November Program Recap 

Repercussions of a Felony Conviction  
Jane Klekamp 
  
According to the Sentencing Project, nationally, an estimated 5.85 million Americans 
are denied the right to vote because of laws that prohibit voting by people with felony 
convictions. Felony disenfranchisement is an obstacle to participation in democratic life 
which is exacerbated by racial disparities in the criminal justice system, resulting in 1 of 
every 13 African Americans unable to vote. 
  
Each state chooses when a convicted person is allowed the right to vote. This can 
range from no restrictions, while a person is imprisoned, while someone is in prison and 
on parole (Wisconsin), someone is in prison, parole, or probation, and a person is 
imprisoned, on parole, on probation, and post-sentence. 
  
The United States has the highest incarceration rate per 100,000 people with 716 per 
100,000. In comparison, Russia incarcerates 475 per 100,000, Australia incarcerates 
130 per 100,000, China incarcerates 121 per 100,000, Canada incarcerates 118 per 
100,000, and Germany incarcerates 79 per 100,000. 
  
A felony conviction affects people in ways that aren't always obvious. Not only does 
impact the person's right to vote, but it can affect someone's ability to obtain a college 
loan, carry a gun, employment, food share benefits, and public housing.   

International Women's Day Event 
 

International Women's Day Reception and Program 
March 5th Reception: 5:00 Program: 5:30 
UW-L Centennial Hall, Hall of Nations 
  

The La Crosse Area LWV will join a coalition of organizations and university 
departments in co-sponsoring an International Women's Day celebration.  
  
Mark your calendar to hear panelists from four different countries discuss the role of 
women in their countries. Panelists are confirmed from Iran, Kyrgyzstan and Botswana.  
  
International Women's Day is celebrated all over the world annually on March 8th. 
Because this falls on a Sunday, the program is scheduled for Thursday, March 5. The 
theme adopted for 2015 is Make It Happen. This will be the 3rd annual program in La 

mailto:cgjenks@earthlink.net


Crosse to commemorate this special day.  
  
Sponsoring organizations are LWV of La Crosse Area, AAUW La Crosse Branch, 
YWCA, World services of La Crosse, Gundersen Global Partners, International 
Women's Group of La Crosse, UW-L Office of International Education and UW-L 
Women's, Gender and Sexuality Studies Dept. 

State Board Positions and Nominations 
 

The State League of Women Voters is seeking board members and members to serve 
on the nominations committee.  Local league members can nominate someone or self-
nominate.   
 
We've been fortunate to have western Wisconsin representation on the board in prior 
years through Ellen Rosborough's service as a treasurer and through Nancy Hill's work 
on the nominating committee.   
 
The state sends this message regarding board positions:   
  
A couple of our State Board members are going off the Board this year, and we are 
eager to bring on new leaders. In particular this year, the State Board is seeking 
individuals who can bring expertise in Information Technology, Communications or 
Publicity to the Board. The Board is also interested in having representation of our 
Member-at-Large of the State League. 
 
The State Board meets six times per year. In-person attendance is encouraged, but 
occasional attendance by conference call is also acceptable. Elected directors serve for 
a two-year term. 
  
We encourage submissions through our online nomination 
form:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2DF7RZ7   
For your convenience we have also attached a nomination form which shows the 
questions you will need to answer. Again, the deadline is February 27, 2015.  Click here 
for the nomination form in MS Word 
 
 If you have any questions, please direct them to Andrea Kaminski 
(kaminski@lwvwi.org) at the State Office. She will respond or connect you with a 
member of the Nominating Committee who is available to respond. 
2014-15 Nominating Committee 
  
Marilyn Boeldt, LWV Milwaukee County 
boeldtm@att.net; (414) 444-2111 
  
Nancy Hill, LWV La Crosse Area 
nfhill@centurytel.net; (608) 782-1753 
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Pamela Rewey, LWV Dane County, State Board 
prewey@gmail.com;  608-249-6673 

Upper Mississippi Region Inter-League Organization AND Annual 
Driftless Area Symposium (February 3, 4) 

Nancy Hill 
  
The interesting coincidence of 5 state League of Women Voters trying to form a single 
group to study and inform about  Mississippi watershed water issues.. and having the 
Driftless Conference in La Crosse at the same time,  is making me hopeful that our local 
people will see both the League initiative and the Driftless group's efforts are worth 
attention. 
  
Wisconsin, Illinois, Iowa, Missouri and Minnesota Leagues are laying the groundwork 
for an interleague organization (ILO). This group will study and inform others about 
water issues in the Mississippi watershed issues. It's a rather new concept, but we've 
seen the ILO for the Great Lakes have an impact.  We are primarily interested in the 
Mississippi watershed north of Cairo. Naturally, we'd hope that Leagues south of there 
might do something similar. Galena, Illinois has a great track record dealing with water 
issues, as have many other Leagues.  We will learn what an impact a group of 
thoughtful non-partisan people can do. 
 
There will be a meeting in LaCrosse for all Leagues and members interested in more 
information in conjunction with the Driftless Symposium, February 2, 2015. It should be 
a great time for conversation. Attend the discussion about the ILO, share pizza and 
conversation, and share the enthusiasm about the Driftless Area Symposium.  The 
meeting will be held at 5:00 at Nancy Hill's home at 425 19th Street South, La 
Crosse.  Call Nancy to RSVP at 608-386-6237.   
 
To register for the Driftless Area Symposium or view the agenda, please check this 
website:  
http://darestoration.com/Symposium.html  
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